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BETTER THAN OUR FATHERS? 
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By A. J. Long 
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Unitarian minister, educationist and Gandhian rural worker 
become one person with a single, if many-sided, task to per- 
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from people possessing certain skills that I do not possess— : 
a farmer to teach us how to make the most of our land, a 
mechanic to instal and teach us how to use and maintain a | 
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the old religion will not do. It is antiquated and out-worn and 
means precisely nothing to the vast majority. Even the ortho- 
dox -realize this, and they too are calling for a return to a 
simpler and more intelligible Christianity. Lord Samuel quotes 
from a recent pronouncement the Archbishop of York 

ich suggests exactly Robert Hibbert’s first principle. No 
better demonstration could be required of the cssential am- 
biguity of that principle. To many, “Christianity in its 
simplest and most intelligible form” means a Christianity 
shorn of its “ supernatural” elements—the Virgin Birth, the 
Incarnation, the Resurrection, Original: Sin, the Trinity, and 


- so on. But it is obvious that, to the Archbishop of York, such 


a faith would not be Christianity at all. 


‘The whole matter, says Lord Samuel, is still under dispute, 
and we are presumably left to draw our own conclusions. He 
ends, however, on a note of optimistic affirmation and ex- 
presses the hope that we in our generation, may yet “help to 
a living, growing body of thought, at once philosophic, 
and religious.” His optimism is 


simple, he was no ascetic, and he somehow achieved that 
balance which is so often missing in those who taste the 
burning bliss of religious ecstasy, and who aiter that reject 
the sensual delights natural to them. 


_ Thankfulness was the keynote of his simple, happy 
attitude to life. “Seldom can there have been a more ardent 
disciple of thankfulness,” says Margaret Willy. “It is. his 
instant enthusiastic appreciation of everyday things on this 
earth, from the ‘lively lovely air’ and the ~ precious jewel’ 
of a water-drop to the miracle of the complex human under- 
standing, that makes Traherne so inspiriting a companion. 
Those intensified perceptions of natural blessings lend us in 
turn a new awareness of them. If “ praises are the marks and 
symptoms of a happy life ” as he once wrote, then the sum of 
his must have been ly so.” | 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
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Yes, Traherne discovered the extraordinary in the } 
familiar, the joy of common things, and perpetually renewed si 
his faculty for wonder. i} 
the general acceptance, in our day, of Hibbert’s second prin- 4 
ciple, “ the unfettered exercise of the right of private judgment RRESPONDEN i] 
in matters of religion.” It may be seriously doubted, however, a4 
whether this acceptance is as deep or as widespread as Lord a4 
Samuel seems to imagine.,Men are certainly tolerant in ai 
cause religion ceased to matter. Whether we indeed » 
prove better than our fathers, still remains to be seen. a ee ; a 
IT OCCURRED TO ME out mathematical ratios. To take the mumber of Uniarians in 
country and divide them by the number of ministers to arrive 7 
By Mariel Hilton ratio of ministers to members without taking into account ‘4 
who unlock the mysterious caskets of tion to the solution of our present problem. aa 
us. Whea we are oppremed, or when life scems stale Already we have been compelled to e 
profitable, we turn, if we are wise, to those linkages im order to mect the conditions i | 
sages or prophets who are able to lift us out of economics and shortage of ministers. We are 
into which we have fallen. resources and to encourage a sense of 
| Some of us when in low spirits turn to the mystics for that responsibility among our. people brought up : 
inspiration which we are needing, for they have a keen aware- im am independent polity. Such a process is of necessity a slow 
ness of the wonder and glory of life; and are able to communi- one and it also has its distinct limitations. How would Mr. Hewcit 
cate something of their vision to us. | 
Last November when travelling to Maidstone on a particu- 
larly colourless and dreary day I opened a book of essays, one 
of which was called “A Glorious Infant,” and this infant was 
Thomas Traherne. 3 
corm was orient and mmmortal which never should be 
reaped nor was ever sown. I thought i had stood from ever- | 
lasting to everlasting The dust and stones of the street were | 
oe fa) the gates were at first the end of the - | 
The green trees when I saw them first through one of | 
unusual beauty made my heart to leap” churches and an organization: we 
I read on for 2 time and suddenly and uncxpectediy and for better organization pe omg 
the past, and we are domg as much as we 
took possession of me. I put down the book and looked out 
of the window at the landacape. No longer did the carth look camera. We are on Campuen Uns 
soggy and rainbound, bereft of colour and beauty. The tangied casio Sie. ay 
tresses of late autumn flowers im the gardens took on a acw tes & 
lustre lights from the windows of houses looked mysterious speaking mmisters and laity are co-operating m 
and imvitimg, and the passcugers im the bes also seemed to and results are mot too Wak 
possess a mew significance. Trakerne’s smple, childlike felicity couragement. cathusiasm and 
made my sparit soar, and I look beck on that journcy as onc ee ae 
of the most memorable of all the many jouracys I have made 4 
there. areca certamly. but 
was perfect system which might replace ours. 
the glory of tha = There is no solution. ether of mathemancs or orgasu2- 
mm both and Tramscre- The way will be hard. but we have af least 
He dod not reject the world as some mystics have donc. set out wpoe with good heart What 5s arecatly requered of us ail. 
wih the sample enjoyment of a woadenng chiki and alike. is that we cach cor part wah 
set planted the carth, devotee and zal —Yours, i 
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No. 16 PSYCHOLOGY AND RELIGIOUS FAITH 


All at 1/6, by post 1/8 
Send for list of other titles (at 1/- each) in this series. 


by R. W. Wilde, M.A., Ph.D. 
by L. A. Garrard, B.D.; M.A. 


No. 17 THE GOSPELS TO-DAY 


Further list will appear next week. 
The target is £2,500. There is sfill time to send a gift. 


Will Church Treasurers please send collections at once. 
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The Channing School | 
GORTON—On December 1, 1953, Rev. Thomas Alphonsus. 
aged 87, dearly loved father of Kathleen, Aileen and Maureen. will be held on February 24-26 next. Scholarships, open to any 
amd devoted Minister of Kingswood Chapel, Hollywood, for 42 prt 
years. both Boarders and Girls. Full particulars from the Sec- 
, NORTHERN SUNDAY SCHOOL FEDERATION 
: Holiday Homes, Great Hucklow THOMAS ALPHONSUS GORTON 
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